
The Fairpark Community Council is your forum for learning about and addressing issues that affect your life. Please join us the 4th Thursday  
of every month, except July and November, 6:30 PM, at the Northwest Community Center. We welcome you to attend and participate.
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Public Hearing on  Proposed Zoning Change 
for Old 29th Ward House

Salt Lake City’s Housing and Development Division wants 
to amend the Zoning Map/Master Plan) for the property 
at 1102 West 400 North – the site of the 29th LDS Ward 
House.  The property is owned by the City.
A public hearing on this issue will be held during the sec-
ond half of the Fairpark Council Meeting on Thursday, 

December 4th.  
The property’s zoning designation is R-1/7000 (single fam-
ily residential), as is most of the Fairpark Community.  The 
City wants to change the designation to R-MU-35 (residen-
tial-mixed use; a designation that allows commercial and 
other nonresidential uses).
The building has been vacant for several years and the City 
has been unable to sell the property.  This is attributed to 
the zoning limit of a single residence and that the condition 
of the building will require costly repairs 
The City believes that the new zoning designation address-
es the first issue.  As for the building’s condition, the City 
is preparing an application to have it listed in the National 
Historic Registry.   With this designation, the building’s 
owner is eligible for funds to make necessary repairs.
Still, changing a property’s zoning designation is a seri-
ous step.  For decades, people living on the Westside have 
fought to protect the residential nature of our communities.  
A zoning designation that allows nonresidential use and a 
higher density presents the possibility that some time in 
the future, this designation will spread to adjoining proper-
ties. 

The Feast Day of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, patroness of the New 
World, is a day that has been com-
memorated in Mexico for almost five 
centuries and by Latinos in the U.S. 
Southwest for about half as long.  The 
Feast Day, is the climax of a week-long 
festival, Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe.
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic 
Parish, 715 West 300 North, invites its 
neighbors in the Fairpark Community 
to be part of the festivities on 

December 11-12  You do not need to be Catholic nor 
speak Spanish.
For a detailed schedule please visit our website: 
www.fairparkcommunity.org

Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Potluck Meal December 4th 6:00 pm
The Nov./Dec. combined meeting will be held Thurday 
Dec. 4th at 6:00 pm.  
Come to the Fairpark Community Meeting a bit early and 
join your neighbors at the Council’s annual Potluck Meal.  
The Turkey is already coming, so bring something to 
share if you want. 
Bringing food is not required.  Just join us!
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29th LDS Ward House: 100 Years
This photo, taken around 1910, shows an isolated church in 
a bare field with a dirt road to the side. This early image of the 
29th LDS Ward House shows  a building that is, today, the 
vacant, boarded up Ward House we see at 1102 West 400 North.  
Construction of the building began one hundred years ago, 1904, 
to provide a place of worship and social activities for the 29th 
LDS ward, organized in 1902.   

As stated in the 1982 applica-
tion to have the building listed 
in the Salt Lake City Register for 
Cultural Resources, “The twenty-
ninth ward served as an enter-
tainment and social activities hub 
for the northwest community, 
which was undeveloped and scat-
tered until the early 1950s.”  This 
role was demonstrated with the 
1925 construction of a wing that 
included a recreation room and 
the 1926 purchase of two 35-mil-
limeter film projectors.  As stated 
in the 1982 application, with 
this purchase “the ward became 
a particular focus for entertain-
ment, especially during the 
Depression years….”

By the early 1980s, the building 
was vacant; its role as an LDS 
Ward House had ended.  The 
vacant Ward House returned to serving the community when 
the LDS Church donated it to house the New Hope Multicultural 
Center.   The New Hope Center was established in 1985 by Betty 
North – a long-time volunteer who worked with refugees.  Her 
vision of the center was one of a place where refugees, many of 
them living in what is now the Fairpark Community, could get 
food assistance, clothing, and household items.  Old Sunday 
school rooms were now sites for English as a second language 
and other classes on skills to help refugees integrate into Utah 
society.  

In September 1986, just one month shy of its first year anni-
versary, the organization experienced a serious set-back when 
a fire damaged several rooms and the materials in them.   Betty 

North vowed to keep programs going, and she did; but the fire 
damage added to people’s realization that the cost of operating 
and maintaining the old building was going to be a major chal-
lenge.  This old Ward House did more than just house the New 
Hope Multicultural Center.  For a number of years, it was the 
headquarters of the Wasatch Fish and Garden Program – today’s 
Wasatch Community Gardens.  Back then, the organization 
focused on several large community gardens and ran the fish 

co-op.  A couple of times a month, the 
parking lot would fill with people, mostly 
refugees, holding buckets.  When it was 
their turn, live carp that had been net-
ted in Utah Lake, would be scooped up 
from large tanks and poured into each 
person’s bucket.

For several years, it was the first 
Westside location for a Women, Infant, 
and Children (WIC) food program clinic.  
And 29th Ward House again became 
a place of worship as several refugee 
groups conducted church services in 
their own languages, continuing the 
religious practices they had left in their 
homelands.   The Ward House recreation 
hall also provided space for dances, cel-
ebrations of holidays observed in home 
countries and other social events. With 
the involvement of many volunteers, the 
donation of food and household sup-

plies, especially from the LDS Church, and small grants, the New 
Hope Multicultural Center continued to serve the community’s 
refugee populations well into the 1990s. 

As noted elsewhere, the City is hoping to change the property’s 
zoning designation from  R-1/7000 (residential) to R-MU-35 
(mixed use – commercial and residential).  The City is also pre-
paring an application to have the building listed in the National 
Historic Registry.  According to the City, both of the above actions 
are intended to make the building more attractive to developers.

Fairpark Community residents should plan to attend the public 
hearing on December 4th and contribute to the next chapter of 
the 29th Ward House. 

Howdy fellow plant, gardening and food lovers! This is a good time of year to start planning and 
even acquiring materials for some possible projects for next years food production. One possible 
project that most of us could benefit from is something that could extend the food growing season 
both earlier in the spring, and later in the fall. I'm talking about a cold frame.

A cold frame doesn't have to be expensive or elaborate to enable you to be eating garden fresh 
salads as early as February, and then next fall, all the way through October and into November! 
This article isn't going to tell you how to build a cold frame, but if you do a Google search for 
“Cold Frames” and just look at the images tag, you will see hundreds of different ideas for cold 
frames from small and super easy to build, to high tech, high efficiency models that are closer 

to full blown greenhouses than cold frames. Somewhere on this spectrum might be something that is just right for your 
garden. You can also find free plans for simple cold frames with a Google search. Start thinking about where you could 
put one, and what materials you might already have or might need to obtain to get it built by the end of January.  Then, 
when there is a January thaw, you can either prepare the soil where your cold frame will be or fill containers that you will 
put into your cold frame, and plant some lettuce, spinach, onions, kale, and other early salad crops. A few radishes would 
be good too. Next issue, we'll talk about another project to work on during winter so you will be able to put it to use in the 
early spring. Yes, I mean Beekeeping. 
Contact Tom King at tom.king@fairparkcommunity.org for more information. 
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Fairpark Community Council Meeting
Thursday, December 4th, 6:30 pm 

Northwest Recreation and Community Center
1255 West 300 North (South Building, enter through north door)

  Agenda:

6:00 Potluck Dinner

6:30  Welcome and Announcements

6:35  Public Safety Reports 

6:50  City Council Reports

7:10  Utah Legislative Report 

7:20 Public Meeting on Petition Amend Zoning Map

8:00 Adjourn
  

Fairpark Community residents are participating in Salt Lake City's Adopt-A-Spot Program, which is an “Open Space 
Lands Program to allow Salt Lake citizens to show pride in the vibrant ecology of their city by stewarding a set location 
over the course of one year.” (http://www.slcgov.com/open-space/adopt-spot-program).
The first Fairpark Adopt-A-spot event, held in October, was a great success! It was so fun to see people in our commu-
nity out working hard to improve and protect our gorgeous open space along the Jordan River.  We had a lot of positive 
feedback from people walking and riding bikes that day. A big shout out to Earl, Butch, Artis, Will, Rob & Friends, Mike, 
Romello & Eddie!! Thank you so much!!
If you'd like to volunteer for future events please contact us. We would love to see you out there! Next event planned for 
November 29th. 11-1pm. Please contact Brook at 801-604-1895 to volunteer.
According to Amanda Anderson, Volunteer Services Coordinator for SLC: 
Between January 1st  and November 1st 2014:
- 125 Adopt-A-Spot volunteers gave 570 hours of service;
- Over 550 gallons of trash, covering 5 miles of trail way and over 100 acres of open space area was collected;
- One dozen park benches and one bridge were painted, seven trees planted, over 100 gallons of noxious plant species          
 pulled  and two trail way park areas were re-mulched .

Adopt A Spot

Education is a 
community effort.  Our 
teachers and staff in 
our community schools 
work very hard to 
provide education to 
our children.  Parents 
work hard at home 
to make sure their 

students are completing their homework and getting the 
support they need to become the best learners possible.  
Volunteers are always needed in our schools.  Please 
contact one of the schools in our community to see how 
you can be an active part of the school's efforts.  Visit 
fairparkcommunity.org for contact information.
Jackson Elementary has served the children of our 
community since 1892. Originally a one-room school house 
the school, now located at 750 West 200 North, is a full-
service elementary school serving 550 students, pre-school 
through sixth grade. 

Perhaps one of the most unique aspects of Jackson is that 
every child becomes a musician, according to information 
at the Salt Lake District website.  Every child who attends 
Jackson becomes a musician. Through a structured, 
sequential music program from kindergarten through 
sixth grade, every student, starting in third grade, learns 
to play the violin, learns to read music, and enjoys many 
opportunities to perform.
The school publishes the Jackson Journal every month 
with news and events about the school community, 
inlcuding Teacher of the month.  More information can be 
found at the school's website at http://jackson.slcschools.
org.  
Visit fairparkcommunity.org to read the full article.
Please send questions and items for submission to 
education@fairparkcommunity.org

F A I R P A R K  C O M M U N I T Y  C O U N C I L  G A Z E T T E
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Fairpark Community Council - Like us.

735 W. North Temple, Salt Lake City, UT   801-359-2525

Enjoy one complimentary SUNDAE when a second 
SUNDAE of equal or greater value is purchased.

Not Valid for Special Creation.
DINE IN ONLY

One coupon card per party or visit.

Offer Valid only at this location 
(735 W. North Temple)

Expires November 30, 2014

1780 W. N. Temple • (801) 538-0000 
www.Sutherlands.com

Your next purchase!*

*May not be combined with any other offer. Excludes gift cards, 
taxes and labor. Salt Lake location only.  See store for details.


